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SECTION
TWO

OVERVIEW OF ARTICLE 3
• Contains control measures to limit the 

global supply of mercury

• Complements and reinforces demand 
reduction control measures (Articles 4-7)

• Outlines procedures to follow for trade in 
elemental mercury

ARTICLE 3 REQUIREMENTS ON MERCURY 

TRADE



MAIN SOURCES OF MERCURY SUPPLY
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Primary mining

By-product mercury 

Decommissioned chlor-alkali plants

Mercury recovered from wastes and used products

Existing stocks 



TRADE PROCEDURES–PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT
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• Not allow the export of mercury unless the 
importing country provides written consent, 
the mercury is for an allowed use or 
environmentally sound storage, and all other 
conditions of Article 3.6 are met

• Not allow the import of mercury without 
consent of the relevant government official, 
ensuring both the mercury source and 
proposed use are allowed under the 
Convention (and applicable domestic law)

Provisions 
Effective 

immediately 
upon Entry 
into Force  



HOW IT WORKS
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Exporter is a Party → Importer is a Party (Article 3.6.a)

Exporter is a Party → Importer is a non-Party (Article 3.6.b)

Exporter is a non-Party → Importer is a Party (Article 3.8)

SCENARIO
ONE

SCENARIO
TWO

SCENARIO
THREE
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SCENARIO
ONE

EXPORTER IS A PARTY → IMPORTER IS A PARTY 

Mercury export 
is allowed if:→

PARTY TO CONVENTION PARTY TO CONVENTION

EXPORTER IMPORTER

Importing Party

has provided

written consent 
& Mercury is for use allowed under the

Convention, OR for environmentally sound

interim storage 

→
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EXPORTER IS A PARTY → IMPORTER IS A NON-PARTY 

Importing non-Party

has provided

written consent 

Importing non-Party certifies it has 
measures in place to protect human health 
and the environment

Importing non-Party ensures its compliance 
re: storage and final disposal

Mercury is for use allowed under the 
Convention, OR for environmentally sound 
interim storage 

→ →
PARTY TO CONVENTION NON-PARTY

&

Mercury export 
is allowed if:

EXPORTER IMPORTER

SCENARIO
TWO
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EXPORTER IS A NON-PARTY → IMPORTER IS A PARTY 

→ →
NON-PARTY PARTY TO CONVENTION

Importing Party

has provided

written consent 
&

Exporting non-Party has provided

certification that the mercury is not from

primary mercury mining or from

decommissioning chlor-alkali facilities

Mercury export 
is allowed if:

EXPORTER IMPORTER

SCENARIO
THREE



9

GENERAL CONSENT NOTIFICATIONS

• The Convention allows for Parties to issue 
consent either on an import by import basis 
or through a general notification of consent 
provided to the Secretariat. 

• A general notification of consent may 
include terms and conditions, and may 
be revoked at any time by that Party or 
non-Party. 

To date, 
general 
consent 
notifications 
received 
from:
Canada, 
Japan, 
Thailand, 
United States
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SUMMARY OF LEGAL AUTHORITIES:
MERCURY TRADE





Not allow the export of mercury unless the importing country provides written consent, the 
mercury is for an allowed use or environmentally sound storage, and all other conditions of 
Article 3.6 are met 

Not allow the import of mercury without government consent, ensuring both the mercury 
source and proposed use are allowed under the Convention (and applicable domestic law)

Restrict the export and use of  mercury from primary mercury mining, so that it is not 

available for use in artisanal and small-scale gold mining (ASGM).



SUMMARY OF MERCURY TRADE PROVISIONS
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FORMS AND GUIDANCE FOR MANAGING MERCURY TRADE

Form A: Form for the provision of written consent 
by a Party to the import of mercury

Form B: Form for the provision of written consent 
by a non-party to the import of mercury

Form C: Form for non-Party certification of the 
source of mercury to be exported to a Party 

Form D: Form for general notification of consent 
to import mercury

Article 17:  
Parties must 
designate a 
focal point for 
information 
exchange, 
including with 
respect to trade 
consent



Importing Party Importing non-Party Importing Party Importing non-Party

(has registered General Notification of Consent (Form D)) (has not registered General Notification of Consent (Form D))

Exporting 

Party

 Exporting Party may rely 

on General Notification 

of Consent (GNC).

 Exporting Party may rely 

on GNC.

 Should use Form A.  Should use Form B.

Exporting 

non-Party

 Exporting non-Party may 

rely on GNC.

 Exporting non-Party 

should submit Form C to 

importing Party.

(outside the scope of the 

Convention)

 Should use Form A.

 Exporting non-Party 

should submit Form C to 

importing Party.

(outside the scope of the 

Convention)

Forms to be used for mercury trade under the Minamata Convention

Form A: Form for the provision of written consent by a Party to the import of mercury

Form B: Form for the provision of written consent by a non-party to the import of mercury

Form C: Form for non-Party certification of the source of mercury to be exported to a Party

Form D: Form for general notification of consent to import mercury



The Secretariat makes public the forms and 
guidance adopted.

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Conventio
n/Formsandguidance/tabid/5527/language/en
-US/Default.aspx



• The Secretariat keeps public register of 
General notification of consent.

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Countries
/Parties/Notifications/tabid/3826/language/en
-US/Default.aspx

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Countries/Parties/Notifications/tabid/3826/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Thank you for your attention

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury

United Nations Environment Programme

11-13, Chemin des Anémones - 1219 Châtelaine, Switzerland

WEB: www.mercuryconvention.org

MAIL: MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org

TWITTER: @minamataMEA​

#MakeMercuryHistory

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MakeMercuryHistory?src=hashtag_click

